The past is prologue. A 50 year perspective of volume 1. The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine, 1928--1929. by Evans, A. S.
THE YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 51 (1978), 477-479
The Past is Prologue
A 50 Year Perspective of Volume 1
The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine, 1928-1929
ALFRED S. EVANS, M.D., M.P.H.
Department ofEpidemiology and Public Health,
Yale University School ofMedicine, New Haven, Connecticut
Received December 2, 1977
In this issue of The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine (YJBM) a paper on
"Comparative Immunology in Pediatrics" [1] by James D. Trask, then Professor of
Pediatrics at Yale, is reprinted from the first volume ofthejournal in 1928-1929 and
is editorially revisited by Dr. John M. Dwyer, current Associate Professor of
Medicine and Pediatrics, in light of the developments in the succeeding fifty years.
This initiates a new series in which other papers appearing fifty years ago will
similarly be reviewed fifty years later by distinguished contemporary investigators.
For historical accuracy, it should be pointed out that The Yale Journal ofBiology
and Medicine was preceded by the Yale MedicalJournalwhich had beeninitiated by
Yale medical students and which was published from 1894 to 1912 [2]. The YJBM
was also initiated by medical students (at the present time there are 23 medical, public
health, and biology students on the board of editors) with the following comment:
"The addition of another publication to the already abundant field of scientific
journalism has not been attempted without consideration and it is hoped that this
JOURNAL will have certain characteristics which will prove its usefulness. In other
words, that it will represent something other than one morejournal." This hope has
recently been restated by the new Editor-in-Chief [3].
The first volume of the YJBM carried a similar mix of original papers, commen-
tary, medical history, case reports, and book reviews as found in the current edition.
Then, as now, many original investigations by Yale faculty members were often sent
to other national or specialized journals in hopes of reaching a wider reading
audience in that field ofinquiry. The YJBMthen published abstracts of such papers
by Yale faculty which were published in otherjournals. It also included local events
as well as reviews of papers presented at the Yale Medical Society which survived
until the early 1960s. The local news section in Volume 1 made note that a Vernon
Lippard, later Dean of the Medical School, was among the fourth year medical
students elected to Alpha Omega Alpha, and that Drs. John R. Paul, Daniel C.
Darrow, and Felix d'Herelle had recently been added to the faculty. It also
announced the opening of a new building, The Brady Memorial Laboratory
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(including Lauder Hall and the Farnam Memorial Building), on the northwest corner
of Cedar Street and Congress Avenue. This replaced a World War I structure erected
by the federal government under the name "Brady Annex" but popularly called"The
Barracks" or "The Barn." In addition, it noted that $1,000,000 had been received to
erect a new unit forthe study and treatment ofdiseases ofchildren to be known as the
Ralph Fitkin Ward Unit, and a later issue announced the gift ofanother millionfrom
the Rockefeller Foundation for a School of Nursing.
Volume 1 of the YJBM included many original papers and case reports dealing
with several infectious diseases: uncomplicated fatal measles, undulant fever, and
Asiatic cholera. The neurological sciences were represented by papers on the
development of the neural crest and cranial ganglia, brain neoplasm, nystagmus, and
aphasia; nutrition by articles on pellagra and on the relation of diet to changes in
tissue. Interest in the health services was clearly evident at that time, i.e., an article by
Dr. Ira V. Hiscock on community health promotion and one by Dr. C.-E.A. Winslow
on the basis of sickness insurance in central Europe and its lessons for the U.S.-two
men who became outstanding leaders in the field of public health in America.
Current medical students will be interested to know that the liberal, flexible "Yale
Medical System" was introduced in 1926-1927 and as discussed in the veryfirst issue
of the YJBM by Dr. Raymond Hussey [4] had as its outstanding features: (1)
elimination ofthe traditional class system; (2) elimination ofcourse examinations; (3)
greater freedom in arranging subject sequences; (4) greater student responsibility for
individual education; (5) progress at a rate dependent on the student's ability; (6)
provision of courses for a variety of interests. A secure basis in anatomy, physiology,
physiological chemistry, pharmacology, bacteriology, pathology, and public health
was stressed and exhibition of competence in these subjects was measured prior to
admission to the clinics by a comprehensive written and oral examination given over
a one week period by the Department of Clinical Medicine. A clinical clerkship of22
weeks was then taken. The education not only ofYale medical students is discussed in
Volume 1 but also the education of Yale Medical School founder, Nathan Smith[5],
whose profile long adorned the cover ofthisjournal. It is with some disquiet that we
find that the Yale Medical School was actually established by a Harvard man,
medical class of 1790, and its seventh medical graduate, whose education was
broadened by postgraduate study at Edinburgh and London. Before coming toYale,
Dr. Smith had established the Dartmouth Medical School and with his son he was
later instrumental in establishing a medical school at the University of Vermont.
Another paper dealt with Jonathan Knight and his role in the founding of the Yale
School of Medicine [6]. Medical history was also represented by an address on the
great gastric physiologist, William Beaumont, on the dedication of a tablet in his
name at his birthplace in Lebanon, Connecticut [7].
Finally, it should be mentioned that this first volume also contained articles on
surgery (treatment of wounds) [8], cancer (cancer of the uterus) [9], arthritis [10],
pharmacology (drug reactions from barbital and phenobarbital [11], physiology (on
Vitamin B and on seasickness) [12,13], rehabilitative medicine [14], and one on
biology (the color vision offish-yes, they have one) [15]. In all, the 431 pages ofthe
first volume of The Yale Journal ofBiologyandMedicine contained arepresentative
and varied fare and its contributors included an honor roll of distinguished Yale
medical faculty. The journal is still continuing that effort to present a similar
scientific and literary menu.
478THE PAST IS PROLOGUE 479
REFERENCES
1. Trask JD: Comparative Immunology in Medicine. Yale J Biol & Med 1:1-6, 1928-1929
2. Zielonka JS: A look at The Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine. Yale J Biol & Med Winter:8-11, 1974
3. Mitchell M: A general journal in a specialized world. Yale J Biol and Med 49:315-316, 1976
4. Hussey R: The study of medicine at Yale. Yale J Biol & Med 1:18-21, 1928-1929
5. Harvey SC: The education of Nathan Smith. Yale J Biol & Med 1:259-268, 1928-1929
6. Burr HS: Jonathan Knight and the founding of the Yale School of Medicine. Yale J Biol & Med 1:327-343,
1928-1929
7. Chittenden RH: William Beaumont. Yale J Biol & Med 1:121-127, 1928-1929
8. Harvey SC, Howes EL: The treatment of wounds. Yale J Biol & Med 1:79-83, 1928-1929
9. MacDonald MT: Carcinoma of the uterus. Yale J Biol & Med 1:151-154; 1928-1929
10. O'Connor DS: Understanding arthritis. Yale J Biol & Med 1:277-282, 1928-1929
11. Poole AK: Drug reactions from barbital (Veronal) and phenobarbital (Luminal). Yale J Biol & Med 1:345-352,
1928-1929
12. Cowgill GR: Recent studies in the physiology of vitamin Bl. Yale J Biol & Med 1:353-362, 1928-1929
13. Zunder TE: Joel Barlow and seasickness. Yale J Biol & Med 1:385-389, 1928-1929
14. Phelps WM: Corrective and conditioning exercises. Yale J Biol & Med 1: 141-144, 1928-1929
15. Gallagher JR: The colour vision of fish. Yale J Biol & Med 1:283-293, 1928-1929